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Dear Members, 

What a wonderful time spring i s  - t he  garden is  so colourful  with 
d r i f t s  of m a ~ v e / p u r ~ l e / ~ i n k  and white Frostantheras,  Melaleucas of a l l  shades, 
Acacias from cream t o  gold and of course t h e  fruits of our Dodonaeas range 
from greens t o  very dark wine reds;  Along w i t h  a l l  t he  other lovely p lan t s  
presenting t h e i r  spr ing a t t i r e .  D. l a r reo ides  i n  f r u i t  f o r  the  f i r s t  time is 
a joy - deep red f r u i t s  ee t  off  with the long pinnate leaves. Also f r u i t i n g  
f o r  the  f i r s t  time is D, s e r r a t i f o l i a ,  this':also a gem with large f r u i t s  with 
wings - a bluish-wine i n  colour. These f r u i t s  a r e  so  b i g  compared tb- the  plant, 
which i s  only about 20 cm. t a l l  but w i l l  grow t o  I .% i n  time. 

dw, 
I have j u s t  checked on t h e  Dods i n  our garden and I growing 

37 species and subspecies. ~ h e r q 7 1  species  and subepecies, so I ' m  more than 
halfway there.  Besides these  T have D. viacosa x pxocmbena and D, viscasa 
ssp, spatulata, t h e  variegated form. ' This form has recently produced a bxanbh of 
yellow leaves with no green colouring. I hqve taken a few cut t ings  t o  see what 
they w i l l  produce. Yesterday I potted up t h e  p ros t ra te  form of 1). humilis 
which Ida Jackson very kindly sent  t o  me. 

I gather that it was Yve W i g n a l l  who put t he  request in t h e  Western 
Austral ian Wildflower Society newsletter ,  not  Dorothy Perret.  Many: thanks t o  
Yve and t o  Dorothy who is a l so  seeking out W.A. Dods f o r  us. Don Wignall, Batman 
W.A. wrote sending seed of D, pw80carpaID.-petiolaj:$a-ad--3-platmtexa, as wel l  
as sketches drawn by h i s  wife Yve. These Dods were fouhd i n  t he  Ximberleys on 
a 25da.y tour. Honor Venning of W.A. and Sue and Phyl Col l ier  of Tasmania were 
a l so  on t h i s  tour. Many thanks f o r  remembering our Btudy Group. 

Honor Venning a l so  enjoyed t h i s  t r i p  and sent seeds ami specimens. 
She was impressed with D. pw~locarpa, whibh she describes as looking very a t t r a c t i v e  
with i t ' s  f r u i t s  hanging from thread-like stems., She a l so  repor ts  t h a t L I I  a 
few seeds of D. viacosa asp. angustifolia which I had sent  you a couple of y e m s  
qgo, I put them i n  situ i n  t he  f ront  garden last September, t o  my su rp r i s e  they 
came up i n  October, the t a l l e s t  one is now nearly a metre high. The p lan t s  I a 

col lected t h e  seed fkom,were growing around w a n i t e  rocks i n  heavy wheatbelt s o i l ,  
here the  s o i l  is  sandy on a lripbestone r idge  with limestone on the  surface  i n  one 
area of t he  garden. 

Betty B a l l  of Boya W.A. wrote saying that she was going on a 
Kevin Coates Wildflower tour and offered t o  c o l l e c t  f o r  us. I s e n t f h e r  some 
infomation md in return got specimens of D, inaequifolia, D. rigida, 
D. viscosa.*asp. mucronata, D. petiolajris and D, adenophoxa, the rea l  one, CS so  
ofken other species are l abe l led  D, adenophora. There was axlothex specimen which 
was e i m i l a r  i n  appearance t o  a k d ,  but Betty now thinks  it may be Dietichostemon 
hispidub. Last month Betty sent  me s l i d e s  of many of t he  Bods and also  the 
locations i n  wNch they were collected,  a l s o  a copy of a map and3detailed 
descriptions of where t o  f ind  these  speciem. What a bonua!! We w i l l  have great  
plea.sure i n  following her  'guide1 when me a r e  i n  W.A. next year. 



Barbara Payne of Merridan W.A. wrote t ha t  she and her husband were going 
north t o  Exmouth fo r  a month or more and could perhaps co l lec t  the re  and i n  t he  
Merridan a,rea, where they l ive .  I look forward t o  hearing more from Barbara. 

I have wri t ten  t o  the  Australian National Botanic Gardens i@ Canberra, 
requesting cut t ings  and herbarium specimens of some of t he  e lus ive  Dodonaeas. 
They were kind enough t o  send material  two years ago, which i s  now thr iving.  I 
a l so  offered t o  send mater ia l ,  which they may not have, especia l ly  13, t epper i .  

Recently, I gave a t a l k  on Dodonaeas a t  our Northern Group - Tasmania 
Region and the  following day they took me t o  an a rea  where D. f i l i f o m i s ,  our 
Tasmanian endemic Bod grows on Haselmere Road, many miles eas t  of Launceston. 
We noted t ha t  there were no seedlings,  only mature p lan t s  i n  t h i s  area  - could 
t h i s  be f i r e  or browsing animals? Some plants  were 5 - 4m high. Marion 
Simmons noted the ' lca t -scra tch1 bark on t b e s  t r e e s ,  a cha rac t e r i s t i c  which I 
ha.d not previously noted. 

NEMS FROM MLNBERS -- 

Jan Sked wri tes  ' I  was delighted t o  f i nd  D. rupicola featured i n  your 
l a s t  Newsletter. Last Sunday sane of our SGAP Groups - Pine Rivers, Samford, 
Redcliffe and Sunshine Coast - had a jo in t  excursion t o  Saddleback - Mountain, 
one of t he  l esse r  outcrops of t h e  Glasshouse Mountains. It is here, of course,  
t ha t  D. rupicola i s  most conspicuous. That was one of t he  main reasons f o r  our 
v i s i t .  I was able  t o  co l l ec t  seed, and cu t t ings  from p lan t s  I w a s  su re  were 
female. A l l  t he  D. ru-picola plants  on Saddleback were looking lush,  obviously 
a r e f l ec t i on  of a l l  t he  r a i n  we>,have been receiving t h e  =st few months. Also 
present at the  base of bhe mountain was D, triquetra, which is  f 9 i r l y  common 
i n  t h i s  area. Young f r u i t s  were a lovely lime green and most a t t r ac t i ve .  

Now, f o r  sorue fu r ther  information on t h e  Dod seed I planted i n  January 
t h i s  year. The only one t h a t  has done very wel l  is D. f i l i f o l i a  which is  15cm 
high and looking good. Most of the  others  have damped off except D. mult i juw, 
D. triaflgulaxis, D. truncatialea and D, viscosa sap. cuneata, and they a r e  a l l  
s t i l l  very t iny (about 2cm). I think 811 the  wet weather we have experienced 
t h i s  year has not been good f o r  them. 

My Dodonaea species from Proston is  s t i l l  sunriving well. It i s  now 
40cm high, very upright and slender. Has not flowered again, but w i l l  keep 
watching it. I compared it with a plant  my cousin bought a s  D. viscosa ssp. 
cuneata and it  cer ta in ly  seems dif ferent  t o  t ha t  one. Using t he  l imi ted key 
i n  our Flora of S.E. Qld, it keyed out t o  b e h i l o b a ,  but it i s  not p ro s t r a t e  
o r  spreading. I'm including another t i n y  piece f o r  you. You w i l l  no t ice  some 
of t he  leaves a r e  now developing more than th ree  lobes'  (I s t i l l  th ink  t h a t  
it  i s  D. bilaba, Ed.) 

On behalf of a l l  our members I ' d  l i k e  t o  gongra tuh te  Jan on being 
awarded t h e  'Pine Rivers Shire Austral ia Day C i t i a n s  Award1 f o r  her many 
contributions t o  t he  environment and t o  t he  community i n  general - mainly through 
her  V9luntary work with such organizations as SGAP and other l oca l  environmental, 
conservation and community groups. The amount of work t ha t  she does through 
SGAP alone would more than qual i fy  her f o r  t h i s  award. 

Fred Rogers wrote asking f o r  some seed and cutt ings.  Pred is growing 
D. sfnuolata, D. bllrsariifol ia and D. lobulata an3 would l i k e  t o  try more. 
Fred has a huge garden - severa l  acres and has a number of d i f f e r i ng  s o i l  types  
and microclimates, so  should succeed with mahy Dods. Then he wr i tes  - 'In 
your newsletter  you mention Dodonaea "Giant Lanterns" whether it i s  t h e  same o r  hot 
I don't bow. Last gear  June and I went out from I s ~ u l l a  Q @st Eulo and jus t  
before a creek, or  r i v e r  we came across several  p lan t s  @owing o n  the  r i v e r  f i a t  
near t he  bark. The f r u i t  w a s  very in f la ted .  I wondered what I b d  found when 
I saw it f i r s t  from the  car. I t r i e d  t o  photograph it but can ' t  f i n d  t h e  s l i de .  
We did see  w h a t  I took t o  be t h e  s w e  species growing i n  much dr ied and rock ie r  
s i t ua t i ons ,  but t he  f r u i t  was much smaller. I took t he  plant t o  be D. pe t io l a r i s  ---- -----*- , 



Randy Linke, California U.S.A. wr i tes  ' Work on the Australian Garden 
a t  the  Botanical Gardens is on hold. The Cal i fornia  Coastal Conservancy jus t  
apporved a grant t o  purchase 35 addi t ional  acres  f o r  the  gardens. We w i l l  be 
moving t h e  co l lec t ion  t o  a much be t t e r  s i t e  t ha t  o f f e r s  the opportunity t o  crexte 
various habi ta ts .  One idea I am pushing r i gh t  now is the  creat ion of a r i pa r i an  
hkbitat zone fea tur ing  some of the  r i v e r  gums, she oaks, etc. along a stream 
bed.' Members t r a v e l l i n g  t o  U.S.A. could perhaps v i s i t  t h i s  area. 

-- 
Shona Sad l ie r ,  the  leader of t he  Eucalyptus Study Group has joined our 

group and requested seed, so we look forward t o  hearing of her success. I ' m  
sad8. to  say t ha t  she only has the  red New Zealand form of J& viecosa ssp. spatuxata 
i n  her .gar&ri, bu% f h i s  s i t ua t i on  should improve soon. 

Ida Jackson, Kangaroo Island S.A. sent  specimens of D, baueri i n  f r u i t  
fo r  me t o  send on t o  Judy West. There has been a query as t o  whether t h i s  species 
sometimes has male and female flowers on the  one plant. - Ida is a t  present 
engaged i n  conducting a TAFE c lass  i n  wildflower recognjbion - 8 Sunday afternoons 
i n  the  f i e l d .  On one of these  t r i p s  they found D, hexandm growing i n  a disused 
rubble p i t  on t he  American River Road. 

I thoroughly enjoyed browsing through t h e  Volume no. 5 of 'Ehcyclopaedi? 
of Austral ian Plants '  by B l l i o t  and Jones. A chapter en t i t l ed  'Hedge F lan t sg  
includes a large  list of p lan t s  su i tab le  f o r  hedging. 3 microw-,  
D. s inuolata  and .D. viscosa-are . l is ted.  The l a t t e r  two, i n  my opinion make 
good hedge p lan t s ,  but D. microzym as  it grows i n  my garden, wouldntt be su i t ab l e ,  
it is small, sparse and twiggy. A b e t t e r  choice from my experience would be 
D. p t a m i c i f o l i a ,  t h i s  species i s  f a s t  growing and has a s o f t ,  but very dense 
foliage.  Hase any members t r i d d  Dods f o r  hedges? 

'Grow What Wheret F i r s t  Edit ion L i s t s :  

Frost-resistant  p lants  
D. bursa r i i f  o l i a  
D. hexandra 
D. humif usa 
D. microzyga 
D. procumbens 
D. adenophora, 
D. boroniif o l i a  
D. t r i angu la r i s  
B. viscosa 

Plants  usually f ros t - res is tant  

none l i s t e d  

Frost tender plants 

none l i s t e d  

Is this list complete and accurate. &om comments and repor t s  sent  i n  
by members of our study group and other SAP  members, we can add these species  t o  
our l i s t ,  but i s  there  more information t ha t  members-can add? 

l kos t , a ea i s t an t  p lants  
D. baueri  
D. p tarmicifol ia  
D. subglandulifera 
D. viscosa ssp. cuneata 

Frost tender plants 
D. bi loba 
D. humifusa 
D. h m i l i s  
D. s inuolata  ssp. acrodentata 

This proves nothing a s  it is only from a few i so l a t ed  reports .  I would l i k e  
t o  hear more from members. How e l se  can we co l l ec t  information about thdee 
fascinat ing p lan t s  . 



D. aptera  
D. baueri 
D. bursa r i i f  o l i a  
D. concinna 
D. f i l i f o l i a  
D. f i l i f o rmi s  
D. heteromorpha 
D. hexandra 
D. humilis 
D. inaequifolia 
D. lobulata 
D. macrossani 

D. microzyga ssp. microzyga 
D. multijuga 
D. procumbens x viscosa 
D. ptamiicaefolia 
D. rupicola 
D. s inuolata  ssp. acrodentata 
D. s inuolata ssp. s inuolata  
D. stenophylla 
D. subglanduli f e ra  
D. t r i que t r a  
D. viscosa ssp. angustissima 
D. viscosa ssp. spatula ta  

More seed is  needed f o r  the  Seed Bank. Members requir ing seed should send 
a stamp self-addressed envelope. I have sent  out seed t o  many members 
over the  past few years and I r a r e ly  hear r e s a l t s .  I usually put t h e  date 
on each seed packet, but I have no idea how long the  seed i s  viable. I n  
my experience t h e  seeds t ha t  d8nt t  germinate a r e  from the  f a r  north of 
Austral ia and I put t h i s  down t o  t he  colder cl imate down here, ;  seeds held 
f o r  many years seem t o  geminate quite well - what experience do others  have? 

FINANCE 
Receipts 

Brought forward 53.44 Postage 45.90 
Subscript ions 56.00 Copying 30.20 
Donat ions 13.00 Stationery 3.83 
In t e r e s t  1.29 Bank charges 63 

Balance i n  hand $43.17 

Thanks t o  a l l  S'Eudy Groups, Branches and Regions who send on t h e i r  
newsletters, they make very good reading and much information is passed I n  t o  
people who may be in teres ted.  

We have put our house on the  mazket and plan t o  atart again on a 
f l a t  s i t e  - t h e  thought of developing a new garden i n  exc i t ing  although I' 11 
be sad t o  leave t h i s  lovely s i t e .  Fortuneately most of t h e  Dods a r e  i n  
'My Gardent i n  Poimena Reserve, a council reserve adjoining our place, so  I 
w i l l  be able  t o  watch t h e  IDod Gardent develop.' I h v e  a l s o  s t ruck cu t t ings  
of nearly a l l  bf my Dods, so they w i l l  f ea tu re  i n  our new garden. 

I have been leader of the  Dodonaea. Study Group f o r  over;7 years  and 
I ' d  l i k e  t o  see  someone e l s e  take it over now. I t 's  been a greaf; experience 
and I have lea rn t  so  much about t h e  genus Dodonaea and I have been i n  contact 
with .so many i n t e r e s t i n g  people. I f e e l  that a new leader with f r e s h  ideas  could 
put new l i f e  i n to  t h e  group, and anyone taking it on would gain a wealth of 
experience. Please consider volunteering o r  even o f f e r i ng  t o  take over t he  
production of t h e  newsletter. 

I no longer have the  use of the  e l e c t r i c  typewriter  o r  photocopier, 
hence my typing is def in i te ly  below standard - f o r  t h i s  I apologise. I hope 
t o  hear from many of you with o f f e r s  t o  take over as leader o r  ed i to r ,  o r  
f a i l i n g  t h a t ,  a contr ibut ion fo r  t h e  nexti.newsletter which should be produced 
about Februapy. Best wishes fo r  a very happy C h r i s t m a s  and prosperous New Year. 



I have only ofice seen t h i s  plant i n  the  wild. June and Eked Rogers took us  
t o  see  L plant  on the Cooack Hoad some way out of Horsham i n  Victoria. I am 
fea tur ing  this plant  i n  t h i s  newsletter ,  as it is the  l a s t  of the  lovely 
drawings t h a t  W e n  Stewart (daughter of Lyn Stewgrt of South ~ u s t r a l i a )  did 
f o r  me some years ago. The others  have been featured i n  previous newsletters. 

It is a spreading shrub 0.5-1.5111 high, and t he  branchlets  a r e  angular. 
The leaves a r e  simple, s e s s i l e  (without s ~ e m s )  , obovate and 1-2cm x 0.45 - 0.7cm. 
They a r e  lea thery but not s t i cky  with a rounded apex. The flowers apuear i n  
September t o  December and a re  i n  twos o r  threes.  The cgpsules a re  3 and sometimes 
4 angled with a very narrow wing - these a r e  more globose than winged. They 
a r e  brown t o  yellow at maturity - t h i s  takes  nearly a year and they f a l l  soon 
a f t e r  maturing. 

It extends through many areas i h  southern ~ u s t r a l i a  from Sharks Bay 
i n  Western Austra l ia  and i n to  south western New South Wales i n  semi a r i d  
mallee scrub areas  and sandy loam so i l s .  

The form I have i n  my garden d i f f e r s  from t h i s  i n  a number of ways. 
It is  t o t a l l y  p ros t ra te  with the  t i p s  of  t he  branches ascending a l i t t l e .  
The base of the  leaves i s  much more tapered and t he  t i p  ins tead of being 
rounded a r e  -very -s l ight ly-  lo bed^. The ~ a p s ~ l e s  have - up t o  sgen  i n  t h e .  c l u s t e r  
and t he  f r u i t s  a r e  green, a t  present,  and globose , but t h e  wing is  more 
l i k e  a lobe extending beyond the  t op  of the  capsule - ins tead of three  and 
sometimes four lobes, the re  a r e  four and sometimes f ive .  I w i l l  send a 
specimen t o  Judy West, because it is only now t h a t  I have, looked closely 
a t  t h i s  ~ ~ e c i m e n / ~ l a n t ~  I obtained t h e  cu t t ings  from Mazion Siwnons i n  
1987, so I must ask her i f  she knows t h e  origin.  

Below is Judy West's diagram of D. bursasiifolia 
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POSTSCRIm' -- 
A l e t t e r  from Judy West t e l l s  m e  t h a t  t he  ID. bu r s a r i i f o l i a '  

mentioned i n  the  last paragmph on t he  previous page is  not & 
bu r sa r i i f o l i a  but D. aptera, Neither of these  species is  l i s t e d  
as pros t ra te ,  so more of t h i s  i n  the  next newsle-trter. 


